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LETTER FROM THE  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

As your new Executive 
Director of the Richland 
County Democratic Party 
(RCDP), I am so energized by 
the volunteers and generous 
supporters I have met.  

I have so much respect and 
gratitude for them. They truly 
exemplify what it means to 
participate in the democracy. 
They have reverence for its 
ideals and its tried and true 
principles that change only 
comes when the people make 
their voices heard.  

We were all battered and 
confused from the outcome of 
the 2016 general election.  

But in Richland County, we 
bandaged our wounds and got 
to work. We galvanized 
ourselves, motivated by a 
“never again” attitude because 
too much was at stake.  

Democracy was at stake, which 
meant so were equal rights for 
all, women’s rights, LGBTQ 
rights, racial equality, equal 
justice for all, the health of our 
environment, unchecked gun 
violence and the soul of our 
humanity.  

The midterm elections of 2018 
showed we proudly    ~cont’d~ 
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A Priceless Earful  
written and edited by Clair DeLune 

Richland County’s “We the People” Democratic Party took 
its canvass to the people in a novel approach to door-to-
door constituent contact this summer. 

A long-standing election success strategy has been to talk 
face-to-face with prospective voters. RCDP Chair, Matt 
Kisner, has been a force of nature in rallying volunteers to 
help with this critical building block of the “Get Out the 
Vote” effort, which was a key component of building the 
Blue Wave of registration and participatory voting in the 
2018 midterms. 

But, a team of volunteers led by Michael Gavin, Marcurius 
Byrd, Jermaine Johnson, and Emily Scott, who was later 
elected to RCDP’s first vice chair position, turned that idea 
around.  

Instead of speaking to residents about the concerns of the 
RCDP, or about candidates, or even about the need to rally 
the vote; this group knocked on doors to listen, not talk.  

~cont’d~ 

 

 

We appreciate all our RCDP volunteers who participate in RCDP’s efforts! 

Several shown here are, L-R:  Catherine Fleming-Bruce, Marcurius Byrd, 

Emily Scott, Bill McCullough, Gurpreet Chadha and Jermaine Johnson. 
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“Volunteer canvassers knocked on doors in Ward 7 to ask 
citizens to express their needs and concerns because Ward 7 
has been one of the areas with substantial Dem registration 
combined with low voter turnout and a high rate of 
disengaged Dems,” said Scott. “We wanted to learn what we 
could do to engage those voters.” 

Prompted by questions such as, “what would you like to see 
from your elected officials” and “what are the common 
problems that don’t seem to go away,” many residents 
mentioned that they “don’t know their representatives and 
never see them outside of campaign appearances.” Their 
main concerns are about day-to-day issues such as crime, 
public safety and economic challenges that hit close to home 
for them.  

“Common concerns voiced by residents revolved primarily 
around neighborhood safety and the need for more crime 
patrols and security cameras, and action needed to reduce or 
eliminate the high frequency of shootings and to shut down 
‘drug houses,’” according to Scott. 

Most of the residents who spoke to the canvassers promised 
to vote in the primary, and expressed the feeling that they 
are often engaged only when a vote is needed.  

“Our plan is to continue to be involved so we can encourage 
disengaged voters to participate in electing officials who are 
invested in addressing their needs in order make positive 
changes they want to happen,” Gavin said. “Hearing 
community concerns is only the first step in the process to 
achieve better representation.”  

“Everyone we heard from was provided a contact card listing 
specific ways to get in touch with their representatives and 
county resources, specific to their precinct and ward,” Scott 
said. “But regular follow up and community involvement is 
key for the party and its candidates to maintain any 
credibility.” 

~ ~ 

 

 

participated in this democratic 
experiment with aplomb. We 
knocked on doors, we listened, 
we educated, we registered and 
we got out the vote! With a job 
well done, led by our visionary 
chair, Matt Kisner, we are well on 
our way to a bolder and more 
active role in changing minds and 
hearts to “blue.”   

As for me, I have joined a 
winning team, and my goal is to 
carry us across the line by 
increasing voter registrations, 
voter education and voter 
turnout. But that is only possible 
with the continued and increased 
participation of everyone. I invite 
you to join us as we forge a new 
trail of hope for Richland County 
and beyond. Help us make calls, 
help us knock on doors, support 
us with your check, share your 
ideas. We can only win if we win 
together: richlandscdems.com 

Onward to a #TRUEBLUESC! 

Yours, Debora Lloyd 
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~Volunteer Spotlight cont’d ~ 

“Our listening canvass is building,” Scott said. “And while it’s good for them to have a way to reach us, 
most importantly, we must continue our outreach to voters.” 

“The biggest takeaway is how important it will be for RCDP and candidates to remain connected and 
committed to the voters in communities once they are voted into office,” Gavin said. “That is why we also 
attended a community meeting in mid-September that included the Columbia Police Department. It is 
critical to reconnect often in the community to be able to help address these concerns and stay in touch 
with residents’ needs throughout the county.” 

Clearly, Democratic candidates stand the best chance of resolving the challenges facing various 
communities across the state and county because we are a small state comprised of working people who 
face so many challenges that are being ignored or worsened under GOP leadership. However, good 
intentions must be backed up with action. Taking steps to listen and truly hear the disenfranchised voters 
is a big leap in the right – or should we say “left?” – direction. 

The listening canvasses are expanding, and volunteers are needed for whatever time participants can 
contribute. Please get involved in keeping Richland County “True Blue” and helping turn our state Blue, 
too. Information is on the web at https://richlandscdems.com/take-action/ - every little bit helps! 

 

Disaster Looms: Hackable Voting Machines  
written and edited by Betty Mandell 

On June 25, 2019, South Carolina lawmakers overrode Governor McMaster’s veto of $50,000 to hire a 
consultant to help Richland County Elections and Voter Registration regain the trust of the citizens of 
Richland County. Representative Kirkman Finlay is a Columbia Republican who worked with House 
Minority Leader, Todd Rutherford, a Democratic Representative from Columbia. Finlay said “We’ve got a 
brand-new Commissioner, an interim director and a track record of screwing up elections.” State Election 
Commission Spokesman Chris Whitmire believes last November’s voting snafus will be fixed by training 
and team-building exercises for the agency’s staff. In his comments he also pointed out that lawmakers 
didn’t include extra money for the consultant in the budget.  

Richland County Democratic observers of the 2018 elections noted many irregularities, some stemming 
from lack of training and some stemming from the earlier voting machines themselves. Those machines 
were purchased from Election Systems and Software, (ES & S). In an expose on the front page of The 
State, June 11 2019, the executive director of the South Carolina State Elections Commission, Marci 
Andino, was revealed to have close, long-term ties to the company, ES & S, now determined to provide 
new voting machines. She served on an advisory board for them, took trips paid by them to Las Vegas and 
elsewhere. Marci Andino said “I ran my trips by state ethics officials and have stepped down from the 
advisory role.” ES & S had covered $19,200 in expenses for trips for Andino. 
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Lynn Teague is a voter machine expert from the League of Women Voters. She argues that the voting 
machines leave voters having no way of knowing whether or not their selections were correctly recorded. 
The machines print a paper ballet through a touch screen, which is then scanned. She believes hand-
marked ballots that can’t be hacked could be used for half the price of the machines. In contrast,  

Whitmire said “The machines leave no question as to the Voter’s intent.” Over 40 states now use some 
form of paper ballots for most voters.   

The machine procurement was overseen by the S.C. Department of Administration and State Fiscal 
Accountability Authority. The firm was selected by a five-member panel. Teague contends the briefing for 
the panel was biased. She claims it was oriented toward disability supporters of machines over paper 
ballots. She also points out no large counties were included and no minority speakers were there. Ms. 
Teague states that the machines are hackable and no meaningful oversight is readily available. Several 
articles support her claims.   

In May, 2019, a staff writer for the Charleston Post and Courier, also argued that the paper ballot system is 
better as well as being less expensive. He cited the long wait lines caused by frequent breakdowns of 
earlier machines provided by the same company, as well as voter mistrust of them. A lawsuit in South 
Carolina, February, 2019, regarding the machines’ vulnerability was dismissed on technical grounds by 
Judge Michelle Childs. A three-judge panel in Atlanta ruled two similar lawsuits against the State of 
Georgia regarding the same machines could proceed. The New York Times writes, the federal “Secure 
Elections Act” to combat hacking and provide incentives for states to adopt the use of paper ballots has 
hit a “one-man snag: McConnell.” The Senate majority leader is blocking the Federal Secure Elections Act.  

The machines S.C. has now purchased are Ballot-Marking Devices (BMDs). These BMDs have a touch 
screen with options for voting that is transferred onto paper through the machine, the paper is scanned 
and the vote registered. A scholarly article titled, “Ballot-marking devices (BMDs) cannot assure the will 
of the voters” says “To reduce the risk that computers undetectably alter election results by printing 
erroneous votes on the official paper audit trail, the use of BMDs should be limited to voters who require 
assistive technology to vote independently.” The authors, A. W. Appel of Princeton University, R. A. 
DeMillo of Georgia Tech and P. B. Stark of the University of California, Berkeley, conclude that paper 
ballots are not perfect but they are considerably better than BMDs.  

In November, 2019, the SC Election Commission will be using BMDs for municipal elections, followed by 
party primaries in June 2020. They will also be using BMDs for the November, 2020 election which is 
expected to turn out more voters than any election in a century. Notes taken at the June 19, 2019 
Commission meeting indicate Ms. Andino has met with ES & S to arrange for training dates. Delivery of 
the BMDs will start this July and be completed in August. The issue of how many machines to purchase is 
also under discussion. Will there be enough machines for large counties? 

Richland County democrats will volunteer to train as observers and poll watchers to help the process as 
much as possible. Matt Kisner, Chairman of the Richland County Democratic Party, urges concerned 
citizens to volunteer to serve as poll workers or as poll watchers with the Democratic Party so that we 
can report and attend to any voting irregularities on election day. 
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